Computed tomography of the azygo-oesophageal recess. Normal appearances.
Computed tomography of the azygo--oesophageal recess was performed in 85 normal subjects. The recess was convex towards the left or had an approximately straight left wall. Convexity towards the right did not occur. Localized bulges caused by the azygos vein, oesophagus and aorta were frequent. The recess became gradually deeper caudally in patients below 50 years of age. Above that age a marked posterior extension of the heart and a prevertebral position of the aorta often caused a localized shallowing at the level of the inferior pulmonary veins or the ventricles.